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It is great having you here to look at lives, lives that God has chosen, to learn and grow from.  We will be looking at some women in the bible.  Some of the women are great examples overall but made some mistakes we can learn from. Others are only painted in the light of what kind of women we ought not to be.  
The Word of God is His.  He has chosen whose lives to put on paper and preserve for all those who want a light and a lamp for their feet and path.  

As we go through this study we will look at the ladies’ lives in the context of the rest of the Word of God.  We will look at the commands they may have disobeyed, the truths they might have ignored, the qualities they did not esteem and the instruction of which they might have been ignorant.

I hope and pray that these lives will serve the purpose for which the Lord created them. Let us approach this study open to correction, training in righteousness, reproof and doctrine rooted in God’s unchanging truths and value system. 

Maureen Schaffer
Week One – Why Study Bad Examples?  
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Week One – Why Study Bad Examples?  

1.  Take this time to write a prayer to the Lord asking Him to prepare your heart and the next few months for this particular bible study.







































































































2.  Please write out a prayer for all of the children to stay healthy on Tuesday mornings, the worship and the teaching.


















































































3.  What sort hindrances seem to come at you to keep you from coming to bible studies and how might you fortify your life to combat such obstacles?




















































4.  Name a choice someone made or a path someone took that taught you what NOT to do 































5. What sort of things do you regret that you would hope your children/others could learn from?















6.  “ Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.”(1 Cor 10:11-12)NKJV
After reading this verse, what do we learn about God’s reasoning in recording people’s failings and errors in His Word?

7.  Why is it that seeing something played out in a life might drive home a truth better than just seeing the truth in print itself?

































































8.  Look up the following verses.   Record your thoughts regarding examples and learning from others:
1 Thes 1:7















1 Peter 5:1-4 














2 Cor 2:17  














 
















Eph 4:17 















Eph 5:15















1 John 3:11-12















Matt 4:19-20

 And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.

 And they straightway left their nets, and followed him.

KJV

Week Two - EVE
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Week Two – Eve  

1.  Before you start writing your answers, take time to close your eyes, acknowledge God’s presence with you in Christ and enjoy the promised companionship He has promised all those who are in Christ.            

Jot down any thoughts of this quiet experience.






















































2.  If you were to describe Eve’s personality based on what we studied, how would you do so?







































3.  What sort of characteristics do you identify with when you read Eve and her experience and why?












































4. “But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. “ 2 Cor 11:3-4 NKJV
Look at the following verses on deception  and see what we can learn about avoiding Eve’s plight.

Luke 21:8















1 Cor 15:33-34























Proverbs 20:1























Lamentations 1:19-20





















5.  What sort of lies have you believed in the past that led you to make sinful choices?


























6.  How can knowing we have the capacity to be deceived and beguiled help us avoid being tricked?






























7.  Is there a particular source that you find is quite successful at feeding you twisted perceptions of God and His plan for your life?  Explain.































8.  Our minds have a great deal to do with our choices.  What can you do to be sure that your mind is guarded and ready to recognize something intended to deceive you?

































Week Three – pouty delilah
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Week Three - Pouty Delilah

 1. Read through Judges 16:4-21.  Describe Delilah if you were writing her description for an on line dating service.









































 

















2.  What sort of things do you see being praised in women in our society that Delilah portrays?  Explain.





































3.  Go to Proverbs 31.  What sort of verses contradict the character we see in Delilah?
















































4.

  Prov 31:11-12

Her husband has full confidence in her

and lacks nothing of value.

She brings him good, not harm,

all the days of her life.

NIV
How might a woman in our day and age bring harm to her husband?










































 








5.  How might a woman bring him good?  Explain.































































6.  How might a woman be sure that her husband is not giving his strength to her?
“Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to that which destroyeth kings.”
KJV (Proverbs 31:3)
7.  What sort of role did the love of money have in the way she treated her husband?
































8.  How might we avoid the trap of loving money interfering with our choices of how we treat people?





















Judges 16:16

And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with her words, and urged him, so that his soul was vexed unto death;

KJV
Week Four
 - Critical Michal
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Week Four
 - Critical Michal

1.  Read 1 Samuel 18:20-21.  What was Michal’s motivation for marrying David?

















2. What was Saul’s motivation for giving Michal to David as his wife?
3. Look at 1 Samuel 18:28-29.  How might a wife’s love towards her husband affect his reputation with others?




























4.Michal grew up in a king’s household.  How might her upbringing have influenced her expectations of her marriage and lifestyle?























































5. Read 1 Samuel 19:11-12.  Describe Michal’s actions in the light of being a good wife. 























6. Read 1 Samuel 19:13-17.  Was it a good thing for Michal to use deception?  What kind of relationship could Michal had with her father that she would have lied about David to her father?




































7. Describe a healthy relationship a woman should have with her parents when she is married.  Use any scriptures to support this.









































8. Looking at 2 Samuel 3:13-16, describe David’s love and devotion to Michal.



























9. Read 2 Samuel 6:16.  How could a woman guard herself against despising her husband and his personality?











































10. Describe a time that you have been look down upon for something you did.  How did that affect your relationship with that person?






































11. Contrast Michal’s attitude with the Lord’s command for a woman to see to that she reverences her husband. (Eph 5:33)
















































Phil 2:3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.

Week Five

Laughing Sarah
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Week Five

Laughing Sarah

1.  Take some time now to write out a prayer asking your God to soften your heart to be instructed and transformed by His Word. 























































2.  Read Genesis 18:10.   Where was Sarah standing and what did she hear?


























3.  Describe at time when you overheard information that surprised you.



























4.  What could Sarah have done in order to process this information with a heart of openness and belief?





































5.  Read Genesis 18:15.  What was Sarah’s reasoning for denying that she laughed?


















6.  What would have been a better response that Sarah could have given when confronted with her laughter?


































7.  Look at Psalm 51:6.  Honesty before the Lord is very important.  How can being honest with our doubts, fears and unbelief help us truly grow?






























8. Look at Genesis 21:1.  What do we learn bout God’s promises that we might even have a hard time believing?



















9.  Read Hebrews 11:11.  Describe the relationship between faith/trust/belief and the strength we may need to see God’s promise brought forth in our lives.
10.  Although Sarah came face to face with unbelief she conquered this.  How does this help you in your day to day walk of trust?









































1 Peter 3:5-6

 For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands:

 Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement.


KJV

Week Six
Haughty Herodias
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Week Six

Haughty Herodias
1.  Herodias was put into the scriptures for us to learn ‘who not to be’.  What sort of things about her character did you learn in the last bible study?





































2.  Look at Mark 6:17.  Describe Herodias’ marriage.





































3.  Looking at Mark 6:18-19.  What was happening with the Word of God and Herodias’ response to it.




































4.  How does the Lord want us to handle correction from the Word of God?


































5.  Look at the following instructions the Lord gives us about aligning our lives with His Word and standards.  Record your thoughts.  
Psalm 119:133 - 






























Psalm 119:59-60






























Proverbs 29:15































6.  How did Herodias’ lifestyle affect the way her daughter conducted herself in front of men? (Mark 6:22)





































7.  A godly woman is concerned with her actions and how she might influence her children and their choices.  When a woman is not considering her influence on her children what might be the wrong focus of her life?
































8.  What could Herodias have done when she heard the prophet John confront her sexual sin?
























Matt 14:3

 For Herod had laid hold on John, and bound him, and put him in prison for Herodias' sake, his brother Philip's wife.



KJV

Week Seven
Analyzing Miriam
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Week Seven
Analyzing Miriam
1.  Read Exodus 2:2-9.  This is Miriam when Moses was younger. What sort of impact might this experience have had on her?


































2. What sort of conditions did Miriam grow up in Egypt?






















3.  What sort of things did she the Lord do through her brother Moses?




























4.  Describe Miriam’s persona upon being delivered through Red Sea?  (Exodus 15:20-21)
































5.  Miriam was a worshipper and she lifted her eyes to the Lord and appreciated all he had done.  Then we see her look elsewhere creating a complaining and murmuring spirit.  Where does she end up looking? (Exodus 12:1-2)  





























6.  How can getting our eyes on people change our hearts from praise to complaining?






































7.  What was Miriam analyzing in Moses’ personal life?






8.  What did this personal opinion about his personal choices result in?




















9.  Who dealt with Miriam for her murmuring?






10.  What happened to Miriam as a result of this gossip/judgment/slander?



















11.  How might we protect ourselves from imitating Miriam in her handling of her mouth, attitude and judgments?










































Micah  6:4

 For I brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the house of servants; and I sent before thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.

Week Eight
The Wicked Woman
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Week Eight
The Wicked Woman

Take some time and read Proverbs 5:1-14 and answer these questions.
1.  What role does a wicked woman’s mouth play in her life?





















2.  What kind of path is she on?












3.  Is she a stable, reliable person or not?  What scriptures tell you this in this section?


























Read Proverbs 5:15-23 and answer these questions.
4.  Who alone is to ever touch a  woman’s breasts?








5.  How might a woman get a married man to be ravished with her?





















6.  Is this sort of skill esteemed highly in the media today?  Explain.





























Read Proverbs 2:16-19.

7.  How is a wicked woman’s mouth used in this section of scripture?













8.  What has this girl forgotten that has led her to this promiscuous lifestyle?












Read Proverbs 7:1-27 and answer these questions.

9.  What kind of man does this type of woman go for?















10.  What time of day does she take advantage of for her pleasures?











11.  What kind of clothing does this gal wear?








12.  According to verse 11, what is her personality like?















13.  Where is she hanging out?












14.  What other things do you see in this section of scripture that tells you how NOT to be?
































15.  How is this woman’s life compared to those media often extols?





























“That they may teach the young women to be….discreet” Titus 2:4-5
.

Week Nine
Submissive Sapphira?
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Week Nine
Submissive Sapphira ?
1.  Take a moment and quiet your heart before the Lord.  Ask the Lord to help you learn from Sapphira and that you would be open to being transformed.

2.  Take some time to read through Acts 5:1-11 and then answer these questions: 
Describe what was happening between the disciples and the other believers:



































What lie/misrepresentation did Ananias commit with the apostles?




















Did Sapphira know what happened to her husband before she came and gave her answer to the apostles?





Does it seem like Sapphira was judged for her husband’s sin or hers?  Explain.



































3.  What sort of lessons do we learn from Sapphira’s example?






























4.  What sort of things could a husband in this day and age expect their wife to conspire with them to lie about?



















5.  How might a woman be sensitive to being asked to compromise in a situation by their husband?






























6. How could a woman still show respect to her husband and not go along with any sinful decisions.































7.  What are some things a married couple can do to ensure that they are like minded in the Lord and not just like minded with each other.






































8. Prov 16:5 says that “Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to the Lord: though hand join in hand, he shall not be unpunished.” How can people agreeing with each other contribute to being proud in heart?







































Amos 3:3
 Can two walk together, unless they are agreed?

NKJV

Week Ten
The Daughter of Herodias
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Week Ten

The Daughter of Herodias
1. We have looked at Heriodias in a previous week.  Jot down what you remember about Herodias before we look at her daughter.




































2.  A daughter can be greatly influenced by her mother’s example. Given Herodias’ past with men, what sort of relationship do you think Herodias’ daughter had with her father?




























3.  What sort of attitude could Herodias’ daughter developed towards men and a woman’s place in men’s lives?







































4.  In Mark 6:24 we see Herodias’ daughter asking her mother for guidance.  What can we learn about the daughter’s conscience and ability to make her own choices?





























5.  What do we learn about the kind of influence erotic dancing could have on a man given the kind of offer a man such as Herod made in the midst of being pleased?






































6.  As women we can be influenced by our mothers whether they are alive or dead.  Are there qualities you admire in your mother that you want to see come forth in your life?  Explain.


































7.  Are there things about your mother that you hope you won’t emulate?  Explain.




























8.  If a daughter grows up in a sexually promiscuous environment, how can she be reprogrammed to have God’s view on sexuality and men?



























9.  Dancing can be very erotic and designed to gain control over men.  What can we learn as women about Herodias’ influential dance and how we might handle a dancing environment?


































10.  Look at Mark 6:28.  Who received John the Baptist’s head?







11.  We don’t see any sort of reaction from this girl.  How might an insensitivity to sexual boundaries contribute to an overall disregard for life in general?
































Eph 6:2-3

"Honor your father and mother," which is the first commandment with promise: 3 "that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth."

NKJV

Week Eleven
Jezebel – Bad Girl
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Week Eleven
Jezebel – Bad Girl
1.  Look at 1 Kings 16:31.  What sort of immediate influence did Jezebel have on her husband?

























2.  Jezebel’s name is not often chosen for a new baby in any culture where Judaism or Christianity are the prevalent beliefs.  Why do you suppose this is?

































3.  After reading 1 Kings 19:1-2 what do we learn about Jezebel’s personality and response to the Lord’s judgment upon her choices of prophets?


































4.  What sort of ‘false prophets’ could a woman have today that will affirm her own ideas of right and wrong rather than God’s standards?



























5.  Describe Jezebel’s attitude towards Elijah the prophet.  What scriptures support these findings?


































































6.  How did Elijah feel about Jezebel?  Why do you think he felt this way?  Use scriptures to back your findings.








































7.  What should a woman’s attitude be towards those who are delivering God’s Word to His people?
































8.  Read 1 Peter 3:4.  Contrast this type of woman with Jezebel.















































9.  Let’s say that Ahab realized that Jezebel was not the best choice in a wife after he married her.  How would you counsel him to handle her and please the Lord in his marriage?  Please use any scriptures you can find to support your counsel.










































10.  Read 1 Kings 21:5-16.  What did Jezebel do wrong and what should we avoid doing to learn from her bad example?






















































“But there was none like unto Ahab, which did sell himself to work wickedness in the sight of the Lord, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up.”

1 Kings 21:25

Week Twelve
Job’s Wife – “Curse God and Die”
[image: image12.wmf]
Week Twelve Job’s Wife – “Curse God and Die”
1.  Write down some thoughts on the women we have studied so far.  What have you learned from their examples?























































2.  Write down any prayer requests any of the ladies have asked you to pray for over this semester and take a little time to pray for them.


































3.  What sort of socio-economic class was Job’s wife in?  (what kind of lifestyle was she living)


































4.  How suddenly did these calamities come upon Job and his wife?































5.  What sort of calamities did Job and his wife face?









































6.  Which particular tragedy would you think Job’s wife would have been most affected by and why?

































7.  What could Job’s wife have done in the midst of her despair to help her through such tragic times?

































8.  There are many statistics that show that family tragedy can pull a husband and wife apart.  Why do you think this is so?






























9.  What are some ways a husband and wife can help each other through trials that they are both radically affected by?














































10.  How do you think the enemy used Job’s wife in his life?
































11. What does Job call his wife after she tells him to curse God and die? (Job 2:10)













12.  Hopelessness brings shame.  How might we speak words of encouragement to our husbands or friends when they are down?




























“..In all this did not Job sin with his lips.”
Job 2:10b
Week Thirteen
Provoking Penninah
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Week Thirteen
Provoking Penninah
1.   How many wives did Elkanah have and what were their names? 1 Samuel 1












2.  Describe Hannah’s desire and the pain she was experiencing.







































3.  Looking at 1 Samuel 1:5 how did Hannah’s husband feel about her?





















4.  What was the difference between Hannah’s experience as Elkanah’s wife and Penninah’s?


























5.  Looking at 1 Samuel 1:6-7 how did Penninah treat Hannah in her infertility?





















6.  How might Elkanah’s attitude towards Hannah contributed towards Penninah’s vindictive behavior?
































7.  What is Penninah called in 1 Samuel 1:6?  Why  do you suppose this name is given to her?



























8.  Reading 1 Samuel 1:10, how might Penninah’s treatment of Hannah contributed to her condition?

























9.  What does the Lord say in His Word about dealing with people who are grieving or experiencing a sense of loss?  





























10.  How can we guard ourselves from being insensitive to the lack in someone’s life?



























“..There are ….things…that are never satisfied…a barren womb…”
Proverbs 30:15-16

Week Fourteen 
Conniving Rebekah
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Week Fourteen
Conniving Rebekah
Read through Genesis 27 and answer the following questions.
1.  How did Rebekah know that her husband was about to bless Esau?






















2.  Who did Rebekah speak to after hearing her dying husband speak to Esau?













3.  Who did her loyalty seem to be towards, her husband or her son?






4.  We see who Rebekah wanted Jacob to obey in verse 8, whose voice should be the one we want our children to obey the most?













5.  What sort of relationship did Jacob have with Esau up to this point?  Please state the references that support your conclusions.





















































6.  Describe a healthy relationship a woman should have with her children in proportion to her relationship with her husband.





















































7.  Why do you think some woman struggle with ‘empty nest syndrome’ more than others?



























8.  In what ways could a woman conspire with one of her children nowadays to deceive her husband?








































9.  If a woman has done this what would be the best thing to do when she realizes she has sinned against the Lord and her husband in this type of conspiracy and deception?





































10.  What can a woman look out for in order to avoid showing favoritism to one child over another?
































11.  How could a woman cultivate her loyalty to her husband and guard against dishonesty in her relationship?







































12.  Did Rebekah’s manipulations cause problems in her family?  Explain.






















13.  What types of problems would a woman reap if she chose to deceive her husband and obviously favor one of her children?






































“…but a woman who fears the Lord she shall be praised.” Prov 31:30b

Week Fifteen 
Political Zeresh
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Week Fifteen      Political Zeresh

1. According to Esther 3:1, what sort of position did Haman hold in the kingdom?




















2.  What kind of lifestyle and treatment do you think Zeresh enjoyed as Haman’s wife?



























3.  This kingdom was not a Jewish kingdom but a pagan kingdom.  What sort of things were most likely valued in this kingdom?





























4.  Looking at 1 John 2:15-17, what do we learn about the things that this temporal world values?


























5.  Read Col 3:1-3.  As new creations in Christ where should our values and focus be and why?


























Read Esther 5:7-14 and answer the following questions:

6.  What made Haman joyful and glad?











7.  What suddenly changed that mood?










8.  Haman held in his indignation and spilled it all out in front of certain people.  Who were these people?
























9.  What sort of advice or comfort did his wife and friends offer him?























10.  When a woman sees that her husband feels slighted by someone, what could be her first instinct and how might she know whether it is of the Lord or not?







































11.  Who did Haman run to in his second run in with Mordecai according to Esther 6:13.











12. What sort of scriptural truths could help guide our responses when someone comes to us having been embarrassed or offended?




















13.  How did Zeresh’s advice about the gallows work against her marriage and future?



















14.  List some qualities you see in Zeresh that we should avoid having or developing?




























15.  If we have spoken rashly because of our loyalty to our husbands, how can we free ourselves of that sort of influence?






































“A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches” Proverbs 22:1
Thank you so much for studying with us this semester.  I hope and pray that the truths we have visited become part of our lives in such a way that our lives will be good examples to those around us.

I pray that the Lord Jesus Christ will continue to have His way with us and that our lives will be used by Him for His purposes and glory.

It is a great honor and privilege to meet with all of you each week and it is your love and commitment that attracts so many others to this study. 

Thank you for gathering in His name with me.

Maureen Schaffer 
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