For I, saith the LORD, will be unto her

a wall of fire round about,

and will be the glory in the midst of her.

Zech 2:5
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It is with great pleasure I welcome you to this particular study.  The topic of fire is quite an interesting one.  We can think of fire as something destructive and intimidating or warm and inviting.  God created fire and has placed fire throughout the pages of scripture to teach us more about Him and His ways.  

As we look at these various scenarios in which fire is a key element, I hope and pray that we will receive instruction and learn what the Holy Spirit has to say to us in these studies. 

I would encourage you to do these simple homework assignments either freshly after you have heard the teachings or the morning before we review together.  We love to hear what each believer receives in these studies.  There have been times when I have been corrected through your study and I am extremely grateful for such students of the Word.

Please pray for me throughout this study and for those He desires to come and join us.  Thank you again and I pray that we would complete this semester more familiar with those texts that include fire as part of teaching the Lord has for us.

In Him,

Maureen Schaffer 

Week One 

 Burning Bush
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The Burning Bush

1.   Pause now and pray and ask the Lord to soften your heart and prepare you to receive all He desires to speak to you through this series.

2.   Read Exodus 2:11-15.   What events led Moses to live in the Midian desert?











3.  According to Exodus 2:23-25, describe the conditions and cries of the Jewish people while Moses was in Midian?



















4.  What sort of events in your life led you to a quick change of environment or life experience?















5.  How did the Lord reach out to you when you were in a wilderness time?











6.  Looking at Exodus 3:1-3, we see Moses purposing to turn aside and explore this unusual fire.  How can you turn aside from your day to day activities and take time to see what the Lord may be trying to tell you?

























7.  Think upon your life right now.  Is there something that seems to be grabbing your attention that the Lord might want you to explore a little further?  Maybe a verse that jumped out on Sunday’s study, perhaps a theme that keeps coming back, maybe a burden on your heart for something?  Share here any sort of ‘burning bush’ you might be seeing.
















































8.  What triggered the Lord to speak to Moses according to Exodus 3:4.












9.  Write a prayer here asking the Lord to burn in your life and that you would be sensitive to those times of turning aside.

























Week Two
Elijah and Fire
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Elijah and the Fire

Elijah was up against cultural and religious pressures that demanded a focused devotion and trust in a God that no one believed in.

1.   How are we challenged, as believers, in this society in some of the ways Elijah was mocked and challenged?




























“…. How long halt ye between two opinions?..” 1 Kings 18:21
2.  The showdown between Elijah and Baal’s prophets resulted from the challenge to the people.  God wanted a showdown to compel the people to choose who they were going to serve.  Describe a time when the Lord did something mighty in your life to assure your undivided devotion to Him?

































3.  God answered Elijah with fire.  What did the fire consume? (See 1 Kings 18:38)



















4.  What did Elijah hope would happen as the result of the Lord sending His fire down? (See 1 Kings 18:36-37)





























Like the bush on fire, this altar can represent our lives as well.  When our lives are consumed by His fire our lives can speak mighty things to a world consumed with their own ideas of what it means to know and serve God.

5.  How would you like the fire of God to come into your life in order to show others who He is and what He can do in your life?

























6.  Pause now and ask your God to pour out the fire of His presence on to you and all that surrounds you. 
Week Three
Fiery Furnace 
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The Fiery Furnace
1.  Describe a time when you felt like you thrown into a fiery furnace.




























2.  Did you have any other friends going through it with you?  Explain.




























3.  Look at Daniel 3:23.  What did the soldiers do these young men prior to throwing them into the furnace?











4.  What were the young boys doing in the midst of the fire when the king looked on? (See Daniel 3:25)














5.  What did the fire seem to burn off of these young fellows?






6.  Share some of the chains that seemed to have burned off when you went through some very fiery trials.






























7.  There was a fourth man in the fire with them.  How is He described and who was He?









8.  What does this tell us about the Lord’s commitment to us?














Look up these verses on the Lord’s commitment to being with us and note anything that speaks to you.

2 Tim 4:17
















Jer 20:11
















Psalm 23:4
















Take a moment and thank Him that He is with you.  Realize that He is your ever present help…..
Week Four
Tongues of Fire
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Pause now and pray for all the ladies from the study that we would all be in a place where we would be established in His love and grace.  Pray for those ladies who may have dropped off.  Pray for the Word of God to have free course through the daytime study and the recordings.
1.  In the account of the Holy Spirit being poured out on the church we see flames of fire above each of Jesus’ disciples.  How might fire’s attributes be use to help us understand the Holy Spirit’s place in a believer’s life?






























2.  Looking at Acts 2:1 what kind of mindset did the believers have in the upper room?


















3.  How might getting together with other believers bring about more of an openness to the Holy Spirit?






















4.  What sort of effect did the outpouring of the Holy Spirit have on these believers?


















5.  We read about a rushing wind in this flame of fire experience. What sort of impact does wind have on fire?



















6.  How might we open ourselves up to the wind of His presence to cause the fire of His power to be strong and evident in our lives?

































7.  What sort of closed doors do you find yourself hiding behind sometimes that keeps you closed and not so bold?



















8.  Write a prayer here for the fire of His Spirit to fall afresh on you.






























Week Five
Fiery Trials 
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Fiery Trials

1 Peter 1:6-7

“…..that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ,…”

NKJV
1.   Underline the phrase above that tells us how our faith gets tested.

2.  Testing here is a word associated with metallurgy – a process where impurities are being removed from precious metals.  Our faith is this precious metal.  When we are in the midst of fiery trials we can begin to see what is valuable and what is worthless.  Describe a time in your life where you faced a fiery trial and what it showed worthless and/or valuable.





















































3.  Why do you think the Lord describes trials as fire?
























4.  Fire can disinfect things as well.  When we are in the midst of something where the heat rises we can actually be protected from certain influences and pursuits.  How might this happen in a believer’s life?


































5.  Fire can be used to burn away dead brush that can later fuel destructive fires.  What sort of dead things have ever been burned away in your life by a fiery trial?


























6.  Take some now and thank the Lord for all of your past trials and what He has done through them.  Give Him your future trials and ask Him to use them to purify your faith.

Week Six
Pillar of Fire 
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1.  The Lord appears as fire in more than one place in the scriptures.  What sort of good qualities of fire can you think of?


































2.  The Lord appeared as a pillar of fire at night for the children of Israel.  How might this have helped them when they were travelling?
















3.  Even when they stopped the pillar of fire remained.  How might this have comforted them when they were staying in one place?
























4.  Describe a time when you felt you had  to find your way in an unfamiliar place.
















































5.  Share a time when the Lord made His presence known in a very dark or wilderness time in your life.  






















6.  Look at Psalm 112:4.  What does this verse tell you about your God?




































7.  Look at Psalm 143:3.  How might the enemy be involved in dark times of our lives?
























8.  Write out Isaiah 42:16 here.  Say it out loud and be comforted by this promise.


































































Week Seven
Offerings By Fire
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Offerings By Fire 

1.  Stop now and tell the Lord how much you love and need Him.  Offer up all you are and all you feel you are lacking in to be consumed by Him and used for His glory.

2.  Look at Exodus 29:25.  What sort of aroma or fragrance is an offering to the Lord when it is done the way He wants it done?









3.  What are some of your favorite aromas?



















4.  Describe a certain aroma and what sort of feelings you get from that aroma?





















5.  What happens to something when it is consumed by fire?
















6.  When meat is consumed by fire what sort of fragrance does it emit?














7.  If meat is not cooked thoroughly what can happen to the meat?















8.  Fire can kill bacteria in the meat.  What sort of ‘bacteria’ do you believe being consumed by the Lord will help kill in your own life?



























9.  Read Exodus 29:42.  We see a continual burnt offering when the Lord would meet with His people to speak to them.  How might we approach the Lord considering implementing this sort of thing in our quiet times with him?


































10.  Take a moment here and record those things in your life that you desire to have consumed by the fire of His presence so that they will be a sweet aroma to Him.





































Week Eight
Strange Fire 
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Strange Fire

1.  Record anything here that stood out to you from last week’s study:




























2.  Take time to pray for someone at the study.

3.  Summarize Leviticus 10:3.




























4.  What do we learn from this story about God’s dealings with people and their worship of Him?































Read 1 Samuel 13:8-12 and answer the following questions.

5.  Who was supposed to give the offering?









6.  What led Saul to go ahead and give the offering?
















7. What sort of rebuke did Samuel give Saul?























8.  What sort of role can pride or impatience have in leading us to offer something up in a way that would displease the Lord?






























9.  Upon reading 1 Samuel 13:14, what kind of person is the Lord seeking to lead His people?
















10.  How important is it for us know God’s commands in order to know His heart?










11.  Bow your head now and ask the Lord to help you offer all in humility in a way that would please Him.
Week Nine 
The Lake of Fire 
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The Lake of Fire

1.  Pause now and pray for those you know that have yet to receive the gift of everlasting life by believing on the Lord Jesus.

2.  After hearing last week’s study explain the difference between hell and the lake of fire.

















3.  Who was the lake of fire originally created for? (cite biblical reference)



















4.  Who are the first two thrown into the lake of fire as recorded in the scriptures? (name the reference)















5.  Record the reference and who and what is going to be thrown into the lake of fire after that?































6.  How can a person be assured that they will not go into the lake of fire? (Record biblical references)














































7.  Who is the judge of whether someone goes into the lake of fire?













8.  How might you reconcile a God of love of mercy and a God of justice and judgment?







































9.  Pray again for those you know that you are concerned about their eternity here. 

























































Week Ten
Sodom’s Fire [image: image10.png]&




Sodom’s Fire
1. Looking at the Lord’s dealings with Sodom will let us know much about God’s mercy and God’s dealings with sin.  Take a moment and thank Him for knowing when and how to deal with sin.
2.  Record here what you learned about God in the last study.






























3.  What was going on with Abraham and the Lord prior to the Lord’s dealings with Sodom?
































4.  To some in Sodom the destruction might have seemed hasty and impulsive.  To Lot and Abraham the destruction would have appeared calculated and purposeful.  Explain the difference in perspectives?


















































5.  Look at Genesis 19:25.  What did the fire and brimstone destroy?





































6.  Compare Genesis 19:26 and Genesis 19:27-28.  What do you think were the differences between Abraham looking upon the destruction and Lot’s wife looking back at the destruction?





























7.  Describe anything the Lord has delivered you from that you see His destruction of so that you cannot return to it?




























8.  Take time now and ask Him to help you not look back at that which he has destroyed in any sort of longing way.

Week Ten
Eyes of Fire
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1.  Read Revelation 1:12.  What were lampstands used for?












2.  Describe the eyes of Jesus in the following verses.

Rev 1:14 
















Rev 2:18
















Rev 19:12
















3.  We have learned that fire can represent many things.  What sort of things can fire represent in the scriptures?











































4.  How might these things be seen in the eyes of Jesus Christ?














































5.  When we pray for the Lord to search us, what are we asking?






























6.  Why is this an important request for us to ask the Lord?























7.  What do these scriptures tell us about eyes of the Lord?

Deut 13:18
















Deut 11:12
















Prov 5:21
















Is 49:5
















1 Peter 3:12















1 Kings 15:11















8.  Pause now and thank the Lord that His eyes are on you.  Ask Him to always be searching out your days, heart and life!

Thank you for taking part in this study, where we have looked at fire and its uses in the Word of God.  You and I are now in a place where we know more about our God and why He chose to create and use fire.  Thank you for your participation.

Maureen Schaffer
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